Special Points of Interest:

¢  We circulated more than 24,427 items in
2025

e 70 children, 16 young adults, and 29 adults
registered for our summer reading program

in 2025

Schwoow Lake Public Library
o Our Friends of the Library contributed

2025 Anvnual Report to-the
C O'mmMW;ty r2nO<;r5e than $ 17,000 to the library in

e 25,460 patrons visited our library in 2025

e 4,225 patrons attended one of our 420
programs offered in 2025

As we reflect on the past year, I am proud to share the continued growth, resilience, and impact of our
library within the community we serve. This year has been one of both opportunity and challenge, and
through it all, our mission has remained constant: to provide equitable access to information, foster lifelong
learning, and create a welcoming space for all.

We have expanded our programs, strengthened our collections, and embraced new technologies to better
meet the evolving needs of our patrons. From early literacy initiatives to digital resource development, our
dedicated staff has worked tirelessly to ensure that the library remains a vital and relevant community hub.

This annual report highlights the accomplishments made possible through the support of our patrons,
partners, and stakeholders. It 1s a testament not only to what we have achieved, but also to the important
role the library continues to play i enriching lives and connecting people.

Thank you for your ongoing support and commitment to our
shared vision. Together, we look forward to building an even
stronger future. We look forward to our journey ahead.

The Schroon Lake Public Library Mission Statement: 1o promote and enrich the lives of our patrons, the
Schroon Lake Public Library works, through its presence in the community, to be a conduit of educational,

recreational, and informational material for children and adults.
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PROGRAMMING HIGHLIGHTS

Programming is a vital part of what we do at the library,
helping us serve and engage with the community. Through
educational programs, technology assistance, storytimes,
clubs, reading activities, and community events, our library
provides opportunities for people of all ages to learn new

skills, gain knowledge, and interact with others.

In 2025, one of my goals was to increase usage at the li-
brary of patrons aged 12 to teen; a hard demographic to
reach. We started a weekly knitting club, chess club, and a
monthly book club for those ages. The kids walk over from
the local school and stay for about an hour. It is so won-
derful to see the kids coming in and participating in our
newly formed clubs. In addition, we were able to secure a
CFGMR grant that enabled us to start a Teen Advisory
group in 2025. This group meets once a month and advises
us on programming, book selection, and Library of Things

purchases for their age group. It has been an eye-opener.

In 2025 we offered a total of 420 program sessions at the
library for children, teens, and adults. A total of 4,225 peo-

ple attended these programs.

Dave shares his
musical talent

Meeting with our constituents on
Advocacy Day in Albany

CIRCULATION AND TECHNICAL SERVICES

2025 continued to see an increase in circulation and usage at
our library. We circulated more than 6,578 adult books and
7,113 children’s books for a total of 13,050 books borrowed
in 2025. In addition, we circulated 3,819 adult DVDs, audio

CDs, and magazines from our adult collection and 717 DVDs,

audio CDs, and magazines from our children’s collection for a

grand total circulation of 24,174 traditional items. But wait,
there’s more....we also checkout musical instruments, early
literacy kits, sewing machines,
games, and family adventure
backpacks; grand total circulation
of these items is 253. Interestingly,
our digital media circulation only
represents a small portion of our
circulation, our patrons
downloaded [,211 ebooks, 640 e-
magazines, and 727 e-audio and

189 e-videos (streaming media)

from our collection in 2025.

One of the key components to customer service in our
library is our ability to participate in interlibrary loan.
Interlibrary Loan enables us to get items we don’t own, such
as books and DVDs, for our patrons. In-coming and outgoing
delivery comes once per week through a van supplied by the
Clinton Essex Franklin Library System. In 2025 we borrowed
for our patrons over 3,101 items. Our ability to supply this
service is one of the main reasons many patrons use our
library. We sent to other libraries over 2,585 of our own

items.

Access to technology is a key component of our library
mission. Our wireless and public access computers continue
to be in great demand in our library. Especially to those that

do not have access from home.

As we look towards 2027 our main focus will be on
upgrading our meeting room Aquous Board and replacing

outdated outdated computers.




Investing in the future we continued to apply for grants in 2025 which included funding for children’s programming, music stands and
sheet music for our Ukulele Club and Community Band, and funding to start a Teen Advisory Group. Thanks to a generous dona-
tionfrom a patron, we were able to increase our lending STEM backpack collection, purchase new books for our children’s area,

pur-

l chase a Toybox mini 3d-printer for the children’s room and expand our Yoto backpack collection.
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Board member, Anne Durkee accepts
plaque thanking her for her years of

Thursday afternoon knit club

2025 Library Board of Trustees

Pamela Ireland President
Joan Lawless Vice-President o &8 St. Patrick’s Day
Cathy Bendert Co-Financial Officer Storytime

Julia Chippendale Co-Financial Officer
Diane D’Amico  Secretary

Laura Dewey Corresponding Secretary Big Kid Club (ages 6-12) making slime
Laura Donaldson  Trustee
Carissa Mangan  Trustee

Beth Massiano Trustee

Betsy Ross Trustee

2025 Library Staff

Jane Bouchard Library Manager
Jessica Botterbusch Library Clerk
Vicky Bruce Library Clerk

Lexi Doherty Library Clerk

2025 End of Summer Reading Program Carnival at the
Park

Shirley Robinson Library Clerk -

(on-call)




