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Collection Development Policy

Philosophy

The Schroon Lake Public Library is committed to providing all individuals in the community
with carefully selected materials for their informational, educational, cultural and
recreational needs.

The Library recognizes that individuals within the community have diverse interests,
backgrounds, cultural heritages, social values and needs. The Library further recognizes
that it serves all of the people within the community regardless of age, race, national origin,
gender identity or political or social views.

The Library strives to make available materials representing all sides of an issue in a
neutral, unbiased manner. Selection of materials by the Library does not mean
endorsement of the contents or views expressed in those materials. The existence of a
particular viewpoint in the collection is a reflection of the Library’s policy of intellectual
freedom, not an endorsement of that particular point of view. Selection of materials for the
adult collection will not be restricted by the possibility that they may be utilized by minors.

The Schroon Lake Public Library recognizes that full, confidential and unrestricted access
to information is essential for patrons to exercise their rights as citizens. The Library
believes that reading, listening and viewing are individual, private matters.

The Library does not deny minors access to any materials in the collection. Responsibility
for the reading materials of children and adolescents rests with their parents or legal
guardians. While a person may select or reject materials for themselves or their own minor
children, they cannot exercise censorship to restrict access to the materials by others.

The guidelines established by the American Library Association in its Library Bill of
Rights, Freedom to Read Statement and Freedom to View Statement (appended) are
integral to our collection development.



Responsibility for Materials Selection

The ultimate responsibility for the selection of Library materials rests with the Library
Manager, who operates within the framework of the policies determined by the Schroon
Lake Public Library Board of Trustees. While this responsibility may be shared with other
members of the Library staff, the Manager has the authority to accept or reject any item.

Selection Guidelines

The main points considered in the selection of materials are:
¢ Individual merit
e Popular appeal/patron demand
e Local interest and needs
e Suitability of material for patron base
e Educational and informational value
e Existing Library holdings
e Cost and budgetary constraints

Standard bibliographies, reviews in professionally recognized periodicals, book lists and
reading lists are primary sources for materials selection.

e Suggestions from patrons are welcome and will be considered using the same
criteria as all other selections.

e Materials are added to the collection based on need for the purpose of updating and
further developing certain subject areas.

e The Library does not support educational curriculums through the purchase of
textbooks.

¢ No attempt is made to purchase all the works of a certain author.

In purchasing new materials, those that authentically portray a period or way of life are
accepted even if stereotyping is included, as are materials that portray the prejudices of
real or fictional characters. Materials recognized as classics are acceptable even though
they may contain passages widely viewed as objectionable by current standards.

Children’s materials are purchased using the same general principles that guide the
selection of adult materials.



Gifts and Donations

The Library encourages the donation of materials to the Friends of the Library bookstore.
The Library accepts select gifts of books and other materials after determining if they meet
the criteria of this policy and should be added to the collection, with the understanding that
the materials may be withdrawn later from the collection. For significant donations of large
collections, non-traditional materials and historical materials, the Library Manager may
seek the advice of the Library Board of Trustees.

The Library will not accept:
e Textbooks
e QOutdated encyclopedias
e VHS tapes
e Condensed books
e Materials that are damaged, malodorous or moldy

The Library will not assign a financial value to donated materials. However, if requested,
the Library will issue the donor a receipt for “x” number of items which may be used for tax
purposes.

Weeding/Withdrawal of Materials

The Library keeps the collection vital and useful by retaining or replacing essential
materials and by removing materials that are outdated, of little historical significance,
damaged, no longer in demand or unneeded duplicates. Materials removed from the
collection may be sold at book sales, given away, recycled or disposed of at the discretion
of the Library. The professional staff of the Library will be solely responsible for the
weeding of materials.

Interlibrary Loan

Due to limited budget and space, the Library is not able to purchase all materials that are
requested. Therefore, Interlibrary Loan is used to obtain materials from other libraries that
are beyond the scope of this Library’s collection. In return for this service, the Schroon
Lake Public Library agrees to lend its materials to other libraries through the same
interlibrary loan network.
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