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Schroon Lake Public Library

Challenge of Library Material Policy and Procedure

Schroon Lake Public Library supports the ALA Bill of Rights, Freedom to Read Statement,
and Freedom to View Statement and considers all materials selected under this policy to
be constitutionally protected under the First Amendment of the United States Constitution.

The Library provides resources to understand various important, complex and
controversial questions, including unpopular and unorthodox positions. Language,
situations or subjects that may be offensive to some community members do not disqualify
material that, in its entirety, is judged to be of value. Materials are not judged on the basis
of the author’s race, nationality or political, social or religious beliefs. No materials are
marked or identified to show approval or disapproval of contents, nor are materials
sequestered, except to protect valuable items from theft or injury.

Should a Library patron raise a question about any material provided by the Library being
in any way objectionable, he or she must file a “Request for Reconsideration of Library
Materials” form with the Library Manager. The Library Manager will then evaluate the
material in question and consider the merits of the completed request form. The
challenged material will remain on the shelf during this review process.

A decision will be made regarding whether to remove or reclassify the material, with written
reasons for the decision provided to the patron, within thirty (30) days. If the patron is
dissatisfied with the decision or the written reply, he or she may appeal the decision to the
Library Board of Trustees.

The Board will then appoint a Review Committee consisting of the Library Manager, a
member of the Library Board of Trustees and an impartial Library patron. This Review
Committee will evaluate the material in question and report back to the Board of Trustees
within thirty (30) days. The challenged material will remain on the shelf during this review
process.

The Library Manager will notify the patron of the outcome of the review. The results of the
review, as presented to the Board of Trustees, will remain as a record as long as the
material remains part of the collection.

Should another patron object to the same material, the Library Manager will show the
patron the results of the review. If the patron continues in his or her objection, the Library
Manager will present the matter to the Executive Committee of the Library Board of
Trustees.
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